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of hope, self-satisfaction, and triumph. On the other hand, I have known an ill-natured coxcomb, who was hardly improved in anything but bulk, for want of this disposition silence the whole family as a set of silly women and children for recounting things which were really above his own capacity.
When I say all this, I cannot deny but there are perverse jades that fall to men's lots, with whom it requires  more  than  common  proficiency in  philosophy to be able to live.   When these are joined to men of warm spirits, without temper or learning, they are frequently corrected with stripes; but one of our famous lawyers is of opinion that this ought to be used sparingly1.   As I remember those are nis very words; but as it is proper to draw some spiritual use out of all afflictions, I should rather recommend to those who are visited with women of spirit, to form themselves for the world by patience at home. Socrates, who is by all accounts the undoubted head of the sect of the henpecked, owned and acknowledged that he owed great part of his virtue to the exercise which his useful wife constantly gave it.    There are several good instructions may be drawn from his wise answers to people of less fortitude than himself on the subject.    A friend, with indignation, asked how so good a man could live with so violent a creature? He observed to him, that they who learn to keep a good seat on horseback, mount the least manageable they can get, and when they have mastered them, they are sure never to be discomposed on the backs of steeds less restive 2.   At several times, to different persons on the same subject, he has said, * My dear friend, you are beholden to Xantippe, that I bear so well your flying-out in a dispute.*   To another, * My  hen  clacks  very much,  but  she  brings me chickens.   They that live in a trading street are not disturbed at the passage of carts/   I would have, if
1  See Henry de Bracton's De legibw et Conwetudinibus Book i, chap. x.
2  XenopLon's Symposium, Book ii.